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who destroyed the Vedas of Brahma. And chanting with
hymn** his glories he heard from the fish the Vedic mantrams
and preserved them. And when Varaha Kalpa set in Hari
assumed the r >rm of a tortoise (16—17).
CHAPTER III,
Jr\GNl said:—I will now describe the tortoise incarnation
(of Vishnu) destructive of sins as heard by me. Formerly in
the war between the gods and demons* the f'ormer, in con-
A powerful demon, by name Hayagriva, pilfered the Vedas from
Brahma. Vishnu saw this sinful act of the demon and wanted to kill
him. Satyavrata, a royal sage, attained the rank of Manu. While
he was performing ablution, Vishnu assumed the form. of a small Fish
and passed into his hands. The account then is the same as described
in this chapter. The demon was killed after the deluge and the Vedas
were restored t6 Brahma.
A fuller account of this Incarnation occurs in the Matsya Puranct*
There is however a divergent account to be met with in the Makabharata.
It has no reference to Hayagriva as in the Bhagavat and other Puranas,
In the Satpatha Rrahmana of the Yayur Veda a legend about fish
occurs but there it has no reference to any special deity.
* The mythological account of this war between the gods and
the demons or the Suras and Asuras is as follows :—
Vishnu, the lord of the creation, wanted to make his favour tes the
gods, immortal and powerful. He asked them to churn the ocean oi
milk so that ambrosia might be provided. The demons offered their
services to the gods which they did not decline. When ambrosia
was produced Vishnu; assuming 'the form of a beautiful damsel,
distributed the whole amongst the Suras. Hence the quafrel arose. It
continued for thousands of years. The demons were very powerful
and some of them became invincible and unconquerable by the grace
of <their god Siva. Though they could not exterminate the goda» yet
they defeated them often, drove them from the celestial rcgbn and took
possession of it.

